
INTERACTIVITY

Sample answers

1. Make notes on 

a) what the teacher says about the interactive whiteboard (IWB) 

The teacher values the IWB for its motivational value: she says it helps to “get the 
students up,” implying interaction and involvement, and that they “love it.”

b) how it is used in the class.

The teacher uses the IWB in whole-class work: one student is invited to come up to the 
board to move elements using her finger on the touch-sensitive screen.  The teacher 
tells the students what to do, and comments on her performance, while the other 
students observe.  The teacher then uses this example to practice the past tense of an 
irregular verb (draw-drew).

2. Now look at the transcript of an excerpt from the class, where T refers to the teacher, 
S to the student Maria and Ss to the rest of the students.  What opportunities for 
input, interaction and output can you find?

The students receive comprehensible input, since the images on the IWB support the 
teacher’s language.  They also receive unplanned input, when the student at the board 
“drops” the pencil, and hear more repetitions “draw the line, draw the line” than might 
otherwise be the case.  In this excerpt interaction and output are limited: the teacher 
talks, but not the students.  

3. What can we conclude about interactivity with the IWB in the second language 
classroom?

Just as the Communicative Language Teaching approach has not always created 
genuinely communicative classrooms (see the Direct versus indirect methods 
Constructivist activity), so interactive technologies do not guarantee pedagogically 
useful classroom interactions.  In this example, we see technical interactivity, where 
the teacher and one student interact with the IWB, but little pedagogical interactivity.

Some researchers and teacher trainers are exploring ways to use interactive whiteboards 
to implement constructivist approaches to teaching; one example is the ITiLT project 
(Interactive Technologies in Language Teaching; http://itilt.eu/) involving some of 
authors of these papers:
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