Learning and Teaching Foreign Languages
Socio-constructivist SLA Classroom Illustration

GUESS WHAT?

Preparation
Work on the Socio-constructivism unit, particularly

Vygotsky ZPD Tarone language play task-based teaching

Exercises
Try the exercise below, using the above link for any sites cited.

Sample answers
Download the answer sheet from the above link.

Exercises

This unit grew out of a vocabulary guessing game based on a class vocabulary box filled
with small cards with learner drawings of vocabulary words they had learned (http://
www.teachingenglish.org.uk/try/activities/vocabulary-box).

The teacher had developed vocabulary games beginning with miming words for learners
to guess, followed by listening games where they had to understand the teacher's spoken
clues. The goal was now to allow pupils to give clues to words in the box for the others
to guess.

In seven weekly 90-minute sessions, the class of nine 8-10 year-old French EFL learners
rehearsed these structures with reference to a large set of previously learned animal
vocabulary.

eIt can (fly, swim, run)

eIt's got (four legs, horns, wings)
«It's (small, dangerous, slow)
elt's a (bird/dolphin/cow)

In the final sessions, the learners made powerpoint presentations with audio which they
shared online to create a guessing game for the others.
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Pages 3 to 5 show some teaching materials, including one session outline, the
presentation template for making presentations, and a grid for recording guesses for
other learners’ presentations.

1. In what respects do these activities fit the task-based learning approach?

2. How does this task allow for learner choice and autonomy? What support do the
learners have to complete the task?

3. What learning opportunities are provided by this task, and in what sense can it be
considered a socio-constructivist classroom activity?
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Teaching materials

INTRO
Guess What?

1 Choose three animals

L

2 Draw three little pictures and one big one. /,\\r\q
N
3 Write
It can It's got It's
4 Make a recording 5 Type 6 Scan animals

@f\udafity

FINISH

Guess What?
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Guess what? What is it?
It's

It can It's got

It's a

What is it?
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Guess what?

What is it? Why?

Pupil 1

Pupil 2

Pupil 3

Pupil 4

Pupil 5

Pupil 6

Pupil 7

Pupil 8

Pupil 9
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