Learning and Teaching Foreign Languages
Socio-constructivist SLA Classroom Illustration

GUESS WHAT?

Sample answers

1. In what respects do these activities fit the task-based learning approach?

They are focused on meaning rather than form, drawing on and extending a familiar
class activity (vocabulary box guessing game) with a final task which involves the
creation of a language activity for other learners.

2. How does this task allow for learner choice and autonomy? What support do the
learners have to complete the task?

Learners can choose their own animals and their own clues, and made their own
drawings. They practised the structures and vocabulary over the different sessions, and
used the template to construct their presentations.

3. What learning opportunities are provided by this task, and in what sense can it be
considered a socio-constructivist classroom activity?

This task is a fairly challenging one in the sense that it requires the use of three
different sentence patterns: it’s , it’s got and it can ,
each of which accepts a different part of speech (respectively adjective, noun, verb).
As such, the learners need a lot of practice and support to be able to produce
appropriate language.

However, the communicative need stemmed from the development of a popular class
activity: to develop the vocabulary guessing game where the teacher gave oral clues
into one where the learners took this role. At the end of the unit, the learners were
able to take cards from the vocabulary box and describe the animal pictures clearly
enough for the others to guess. In Vygotskyan terms, they had progressed in the zone of
proximal development from performing a task with the teacher’s help (guessing the
correct word) to doing so independently (describing the word for other learners to
guess).

The final task involved an output opportunity which itself would constitute input for
other learners, thus reinforcing the social dimension of learning as socio-constructivist
approaches recommend.
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